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ATHLETICS AND ACADEMICS AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA
At the University of North Florida, academics
are first in importance and athletics second.
Athletics Department personnel are well aware that a
good education is at least as important as one’s
athletic ability. Relatively few athletes will make
successful lives for themselves as professionals.
For this reason, our student athletes are required to
maintain academic standards which may be
somewhat higher than many other colleges and
universities. This is a reputation of which we are
justifiably proud.
The student who desires and qualifies to play
varsity golf at UNF must be willing to make extra
sacrifices of his time and effort to play
competitively and maintain passing grades. It is not
an easy task, but one that is a mark of success and
dedication for those who are willing to make the
commitment. Of necessity, golf matches and
practices are sometimes scheduled at times which
conflict with class days, though such occurrences are
held to a minimum. When varsity sports do conflict
with classes, the student athlete must be willing to
devote extra time and effort to make up for excused
missed classes and assignments. If a golf team
member finds himself in academic difficulty, help is
available from tutors. But again, this requires extra
time and effort on the part of the student athlete.
Golf practices are scheduled twice each week in
the afternoon, with tournaments scheduled from
three to four days at a time. The UNF Golf team
usually participates in three to five tournaments in
the fall and an equal number in the spring.
Periodically, special clinics or practices may require
additional time.
Our goal is to have the best golf team possible
and to have members of that team who are good
students as well. We welcome any and all
applicants to the Osprey Golf team, but those who
succeed in making the team must be prepared to
maintain their studies at an acceptable level.

UNF GOLF COACH DUNCAN HALL
UNF is fortunate to have Duncan Hall as coach
of the Osprey Golf Team. Prior to Coach Hall’s
arrival at UNF in 1986, the future of UNF's golf
program appeared uncertain. Though talented, the
Osprey squad seemed content to finish in the middle
of the pack in local and regional tournaments.
Recognizing the available talent, Coach Hall
determined to refine his players’ skills on local golf
courses. He arranged for his golfers to experience
the dramatically different conditions found at the
various public and private championship-caliber golf
courses in the greater Jacksonville area. Then he
took his players out on those courses. UNF is
fortunate to have so many local championship
courses at which our players may participate at little
or no cost on a scheduled basis.
"The nature of golf is that the toughest
competition faced by any player is within himself
I like to challenge my players by constantly
changing course types and playing conditions.
This is possible because Jacksonville has some of
the most challenging courses to be found
anywhere. Each outing provides a learning
opportunity for the players as well as a chance to
develop new skills. By tournament time, our
players are well prepared. They've already played
the toughest courses. Knowing that gives them a
mental edge," Hall says.
The results back up this claim. The Ospreys
have shown they belong among the NAIA’s golf
elite. In 1988, Hall’s second year, the Ospreys
achieved their best season ever. The Ospreys ranked
fifth in the NAIA national poll and defeated top
ranked teams Huntingdon and Boca Raton during the
season. Hall’s Ospreys eventually placed eighth at
the NAIA national tournament. Coach Hall
attributes much of the Ospreys’ success to assistant
coach Conway Murcheson.
In four previous years, no UNF golfer had won
an individual tournament, Under Hall, two UNF
golfers have claimed tournament titles, and one went
on to become UNF's first All-American golfer.
The University of North Florida is ideally
located in an area that is rapidly laying claim to
being ’’golf capital of the U.S.” Some 30 public
and private courses are located within the
Jacksonville area. Many of these courses are very
tough and demanding, designed to challenge even the
touring professional. Others cater to the average
golfer but provide varying degrees of difficulty to
’’scratch” golfers because of geographic location,
weather conditions and layout.
These great golf courses provide an ideal
situation for student golfers at UNF. Arrangements
have been made at area golf courses to permit

Osprey Golf Team members to play these courses.
Clinics and and golf trips are also provided through
the generosity of local PGA club professionals and
touring professionals who reside in the area. These
advantages provide a rewarding and exciting
experience for the student golfer at UNF.

The Osprey Golf team utilizes the
following Jacksonville area golf courses.
Legend: Pr=private; Pu=public; R=resort;
Travel time from campus in minutes is in
parentheses.
*
OAK BRIDGE AT SAWGRASS (Pr, 20) 18
holes, 6355 yards, par 70 course laid out through
woodlands. Only two miles from the ocean.
Hidden Hills Country Club
(Pr, 10) Arnold
Palmer design, 6909 yards, par 72 championship
course, site of former PGA Tour Greater
Jacksonville Open (GJO).
The Deerwood Club (Pr, 10) 6957 yards, par
72 championship layout. Site of former GJO and
regional/sectional qualifying tournaments for U.S.
Open and sanctioned amateur events.
Baymeadows Golf Club
(Pr, 10) 18 holes, par
72 championship layout.
Jacksonville Beach Golf Club
(Pu, 15) 18
holes, par 72. Located a few blocks from the ocean,
this course’s degree of difficulty varies as the
sea breeze changes.
Selva Marina Country Club
(Pr, 20) Site of
former GJO, 6878 yard, par 72 championship course
located in Atlantic Beach.
Ravines (R, 45) 18-hole, par 72 championship
layout. This course offers a spectacular setting and
high degree of difficulty.
Amelia Island (R, 45) 27 holes, championship
layout. A beautiful setting with holes along the
ocean as well as through marshlands and woodlands.
Longpoint at Amelia Island (R, 45) 18-hole
championship course with fairways fronting the
ocean, marshes and woodlands.
Ponce de Leon Inn and Resort (R, 25) 18
holes, par 71, 6698 yards. Located north of St.
Augustine, three miles from the ocean. Sea breezes
greatly affect this course’s degree of difficulty.
Sawgrass Country Club
(Pr, 20) 27 holes,
this course was the site of four Tournament Players
Championships (TPC). Located a half-mile from
the ocean and laid out through marshland and
woodlands, this course will challenge any golfer.
Marsh Landing Country Club (Pr, 20) 18hole, par 72, 6841 yard championship course.
Spectacular layout through woodlands and marshes;
can prove to be very difficult.

UNF 1988 MEN’S NAIA

ALL-SPORTS CO-CHAMPIONS
The University of North Florida athletics program
enjoyed its best-ever year in 1987-88 as seven of nine
men's and women's sports finished their season ranked
among the NAIA top 10, and eight of nine finished ranaked
among the top 20. With all six men’s teams ranked
among the top 20, the UNF tied with Grand Canyon
College for the coveted NAIA All-Sports Trophy which
signifies a school's overall athletic excellence.
UNF competes in the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) in men's and women's
tennis, cross country and indoor and outdoor track and
men's golf and baseball.
In five years, UNF has compiled an outstanding record
of athletic acheivement. The women’s tennis team won
the 1986 NAIA championship and has finished second
twice and third twice. The men’s tennis team has posted
four straight top 10 finishes.
The men’s and women’s cross country teams have
both finished ranked in the top 10 each of the last three
years. The women have recorded successive national
finishes of 16th, 11th, 8th, 8th, 9th and 6th and have won
five straight district titles. The men have won three
straight district titles and have finished 5th, 3rd and 6th in
the nation during the last three years.
The women’s indoor and outdoor track teams have
finished ranked among the top 20 in 1984-88 while
producing a number of All-District and All-American
performers. The men's indoor and outdoor track teams
posted 6th and 20th place finishes respectively during
1988. In its first season, the Osprey baseball team won 47
games, claimed conference and district titles and was ranked
seventh in the final NAIA poll. The men’s golf team
enjoyed its best ever season, winning two tournaments in
1988 and placing eighth nationally. Just as important,
seven UNF athletes have earned NAIA Scholar-Athlete
recognition during this period.
Despite competing in just four sports, the Lady Osprey
athletic program finshed tied as the 14th best NAIA
program in the nation during 1987-88.

